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The collection and storage of personal dat fully analyzed, in order to establish Iimitatio s to BIOMETRICS 

raises huge ethical questions. The concerns are their intrusiveness where necessary". HIDE aims 
diverse In nature: persons who find it more dif­ to promote open conversation between tech­
ficult to prove their identity, such as immlgl-ants, nology, security, ethics and policy expel1:s as well 
may be unjustly targeted under such a system, as encoul-a ing public discussions and dialogue, 
disabled people who are unable to undergo 

The first focus gmup meetings of HIDE have
biometrics tests may become stigmatised, and 

started in September and will conllnue until 
personal medical info mation may be obtai ­

October: followed by a series of Policy Forum 
able.O a practical level, privacy laws differ from 

Meetings, Further inform tion under www,hide­
coun y to cou try, which will have implic ons 

project,org.
for the sharing of data and the interrel tion of 

Another more practical project invol ing bio­databanks. 'We need to protect weaker groups, 
etrics and also promoted and financed by the which are expected to be the main targets of 

EU is TURBINE (TrUsted Revocable Biometric biometrics technology Their identities are less 
IdeNtitiEs), a research project that alms to de­defined and less easy to prove and they may 
velop digital Identity solutions for secure, auto­not have pap rs.This cannot mean that their 
matic user identification by electronic fingerpnnt privacy is less protected: said Professor Mordini, 
authentication and reliable protection of the bio­

In Nice Prof. Mordini closed his lecture by 
metl'ics data through advanced cryptography. 

saying that i his opinion, the first real political 
Research effor,ts Will focus on tr nsform ­and social crisis that large scale biometric appli­

tion of a description of fingerprints, so that the cations are going to face concerns gender, race, 
result can only be re-ge erated by the personage, and physical dis bilities If the biometric 
with the fin erprintsTURBINE Will assur-e thatindustl-y does not become rapidly aware of all 
the data used for the authentication, generated cultural issues related to the body. this crisis will 
from the fingerprint, cannot be used to estorebe dramatic. 
the onginal fingerprint sample, the Individual will 

HIDE and TURBINE be able to create different "pseudO-Identities" for 
differe t pplications with the same finger'print. The conclusion of the BITE Project does not 
whilst ensuring that these different Identities 

metrics IS finished, The uropean CommiSSion (and hence the related personal data) cannot be 
mean that the discu sion about ethics in bio­

linked to each other: and the indiVidual is ena­

also coordinated by Prof. Emilio Mordini of the bled to revoke an identrty for a given application 
if it is no longer needed The results are intended 

has initiated - and is financing - another project, 

Centre for Science, Society and Citizenship in
 
Rome, called HIDE (another dreadful EU ac­
 for applications such as eBanking, eGovernmenl. 

eHealth, physical access contro and mobile tel­ronym whic is supposed to mean Homeland
 
Security, BiometriC Identification & Personal ecomm nicalions.
 

Detection Ethics), which aims to establish a TURBINE ill be run oy consol'tiumn­

platform for monitoring the ethical and privacy eluding Sagem Securite, Philips Re earch Eu­

implications of biometrics and personal detec­ rope, Sag mOrga, as well as academiC research
 
tion technologies. groups from Katholiek Universiteit Leuven in
 

Belgium and Gj0Vlk Unlvers y College in Nor­In its recent Green Paper on Detection 
way.The projea star-ted In February this year Technologies, the EC argues that personal de­
and Will run until 20 I I. Further Information un­tection technologies and biometrics are "inher­
der www,turbine-proJecl.org,ently intrusive" and "their use needs to be care-

German electronic ID card to be issued in 20 I0 
Germany will not be the first country to introduce electronic ID cords that fulfil a stote­
mandated public function and a private one, Estonia got there well before, but their use 
in a large country may stiffen the back ofsome British politicians, who are still fighting 
for such cards to be introduced in the UK. 

The Ger'man news mag zine Der Spiegel wrote in the EU and in much of the developed world, 

that the German govemment has decided recording a fingerprint on the 10 card III re ai 

to issu lectronic 10 cards as of November volun ary. Plans by Interior- minister Wolfgang 

20 I0 The card will be in format 10- I and it will Schaubele, to m ke stonng a fingerprrnt on the 

contain a chip on which personal data and a card mandatory, were rejected by the SPD, the 

digital photograph are stored The latter is to be SOCial democ at party, which IS the JLmior partner 

read only by the police and border authorities, in ti,e governing coalition in Germany. 

In contrast to the electronic passports in use 


